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What is their curriculum going to 
be made up of?
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• GCSE English Language
• GCSE English Literature 
• GCSE Mathematics
• GCSE Combined Science
• Core Physical Education
• Moral Studies 
• PSHE
• Personal Tutorial Programme

The Core Curriculum 
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2 Main types of courses available

GCSEs

Vocational Qualifications

BTECs
Cambridge National Certificate
Technical Awards

The Options Curriculum
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• Some GCSEs will have an element of controlled 
assessment that will be assessed internally 

• All GCSEs will have at least one exam at the end 
of the course. For most subjects this will be the 
only method of assessment.

• Students will be awarded through grades 9 – 1

GCSEs 
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Vocational Qualifications
• They are vocational in content with closer links to business and 

industry than GCSEs

• Learning will be assessed through portfolio evidence in 
response to vocational assignment briefs.  This will be 
assessed internally by learning tutors and subject leaders.

• There will also be units externally assessed which may be an 
examination or online test.

• Awarded Pass, Merit or Distinction/Distinction*
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Some important points
• Talk to your son/daughter about what their 

interests are.
• Find out what they would like to do in the 

future.
• Jobs for 16 years olds are now virtually non-

existent. The key to their future is in good 
education, good training and developing skills 
and abilities that employers want.
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Some important points
• The English Baccalaureate qualification is a 

‘gold star’ qualification that is highly 
recognised by elite Universities.

• To achieve this English Baccalaureate 
qualification, students must take:

Spanish and Geography 
or

Spanish and History
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Some important points
• Check your son/daughter is choosing subjects 

for the right reasons.
• Try to encourage a variety in their choices –

this will allow more choice at Post 16.
• We make every effort to make everyone’s 

choices work. However, this is sometimes not 
possible. 

• We can not guarantee that an individual 
course will run.
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The right reasons include
• They are good at/enjoy that subject.
• They know that these subjects will help my 

career choice, because I have found out about 
it.

• They have achieved good marks and exam 
grades in a subject.

• University expectations.
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The wrong reasons would include
• They like the teacher.
• They think the other choices are boring / too 

difficult.
• All their friends are doing that subject.
• They think it will help them get a job at 16.



Finding their way in education & work
• They should be thinking about what they might 

like to be doing after Year 11 – possible 
courses at the sixth form centre (B07), college 
and university.             

• Kudos Careers Software.
• Mrs Rudd – careers advisor (B07).
• Talking to their Personal Tutor.
• Sam Learning are also attending tonight (C02).
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Instructions on 
Kudos are 

included in your 
packs

Kudos Careers Software
CURRICULUM PATHWAYS

timeplan41
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ATTENDANCE
• Regular attendance and good punctuality are 

crucial.

• Students with poor attendance find it hard to 
catch up.



How to decide what 
options to take?
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 Read through the Curriculum 
Pathways booklet with your 
son or daughter.

Making informed Decisions
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 Read through the 
YOUR PATHWAY 
letter with your 
son or daughter.
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(GCSE Drama) and (BTEC First award in Performing Arts Dance)

(Enterprise and Marketing) and (GCSE Business Studies)

(Textile Design) and (Product Design)

(GCSE Physical Education) and (Sport Studies)

The following combinations are not allowed:



 Talk to your children & their Learning Tutors.
 English and Mathematics will be in E wing tonight.
 The other subject specialists will be in B and C

wings.
 Data and previous attainment – latest tracking

report is included in your pack.
 Students should talk to their Personal Tutors

about their options during Personal Tutor Time.

Making informed Decisions
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• In consultation with your child, you will need to agree 
to 4 option subjects in order of preference and a 5th as 
a reserve.

• Your son/daughter will need to request these options 
via an online option portal.

How will your child tell us about 
the subjects that they would 

prefer to study?

CURRICULUM PATHWAYS



• Your child 
should have 
received an 
email via their 
Academy 
email address.

Important email
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• Once registered 
they will have 
access to SIMS 
options (from 
tomorrow)
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How to complete your Options Online
www.sims-options.co.uk

Personal Details
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How to complete your Options Online
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How to complete your Options Online



• Options must be requested by Friday 23rd March, using the online 
portal.

• You will receive a letter confirming what option choices have be 
requested.

• Final confirmation letters we be sent out during May, with new 
courses starting in June.

When must this be done by?
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