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EXAMINATION SEASON

GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES: 
PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS (AQA A)

RELIGION AND WORLD ISSUES

DIFFERENT RELIGION IN OUR WORLD

INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Examination Paper 1  
Word Religions: Christianity 
and Islam Students will take a 
1 hour 45 minute examination 

with questions about beliefs and 
practices from two major world 

faiths.

Is it ever right to kill? This unit 
covers philosophical and ethical 
responses to situations such as 

war and in medical ethics whether 
‘killing’ is always wrong?

What happens 
when we die? This 

unit covers the 
variety of beliefs 

that major religious 
and scientific 

traditions have 
about death and 

the possibility of an 
afterlife.

A Holy Place: Jerusalem 
This unit introduces 

students to the concept of 
holy places focussing on 
the history and tensions 
surrounding the city of 

Jerusalem.

Religion and Nature This unit introduces 
students to the beliefs that major religious 

groups have about animals and the 
environment.

Islam: Beliefs and Practices 
This unit introduces students to 
the major beliefs and practices 

in Muslim traditions.

Places of Worship
This unit introduces 

students to the 
architecture and use 
of religious buildings 

of  the six largest 
modern religious 
traditions in the 

United Kingdom. 

Key Religious Figures This unit introduces 
students to the major founders and 

developers of the six largest modern 
religious traditions in the United Kingdom.

Christian: Beliefs and 
practices This unit 

introduces students to 
the major beliefs and 
practices in Christian 

traditions.

Examination Paper 2:
Ethical Themes Students 

will take a 1 hour 45 minute 
examination covering 

how religion approaches 
4 modern world ethical 

themes. 

Continuous Online Revision 
Support Revision will be 

supported by department staff 
through live Q&A and online 
resources leading up to the 

exams. 

Revision Lessons  
and Seminars A program of 
in school revision sessions 

and online revision seminars 
will be available to support 

examination revision.

Mock Examination 3 A final 
opportunity for students to 

test their skills with a full 
examination paper before the 

assessed examination.
Religion and Life This unit 
covers philosophical and 

ethical questions about the 
origins and value of the 
universe and human life.

Mock Examination 2  
An opportunity for 

students to test 
their skills with a full 
examination paper 

before their final mock 
exams.

Mock Examination 1 An 
opportunity for students 

to test their skills with 
an examination paper 

covering all of the GCSE 
covered so far.

Religion, Crime and Punishment 
This unit covers philosophical 

and ethical questions about how 
different religions respond to 

crime and different approaches 
to punishment.

Christian Practices Students will 
study a variety of major Christian 

practices and their sources of 
wisdom and authority.

Islamic Practices Students will 
study a variety of major Islamic 
practices and their sources of 

wisdom and authority.

Examination 
Practice 2 A second 

major assessment 
point covering the 

GCSE so far.

Religion and Human Relationship This 
unit covers philosophical and ethical 

questions about how different religions 
respond to the variety of family and human 

relationships in the modern world.

Islamic Beliefs Students 
will study a variety of major 

Islamic beliefs and their 
sources of wisdom and 

authority.

Examination 
Practice 1 

The first major 
assessment point 

covering the 
GCSE.

Christian 
Beliefs Students 

will study a variety 
of major Christian 
beliefs and their 

sources of wisdom 
and authority

Religion:  
Peace and Conflict 

This unit covers 
philosophical and 
ethical questions 

about War, Conflict, 
Protests and 

Reconciliation in 
the modern world.

The Power  
of Suffering This unit covers 

philosophical and ethical 
responses to the problems 

caused by suffering in the world.

Being a Muslim in Modern 
Britain This unit covers a range 
of opportunities and challenges 
faced by Muslims in the modern 

United Kingdom.

Beyond the 6:
Other worldviews This 
unit introduces students 
to the variety of religious 
beliefs outside of the six 

largest religious traditions 
in the United Kingdom. 

Role Models and Religion 
This unit introduces students 
to the concept of role models 

focussing on influential 
historical figures inspired by 

their religious beliefs.

Judaism: Belief and 
Practices This unit 

introduces students to 
the major beliefs and 

practices in Jewish 
traditions.

Hinduism:  
Belief and 

Practices This 
unit introduces 
students to the 
major beliefs 

and practices in 
Hindu traditions.

Buddhism:  
Belief and Practices 
This unit introduces 

students to the major 
beliefs and practices 

in Buddhist traditions.

Looking for God… This 
unit introduces students 
to the some of the major 

responses to the concept of 
God experienced by believes 

of the six largest modern 
religious traditions in the 

United Kingdom.

Sikhism: Belief and Practices
This unit introduces students 

to the major beliefs and 
practices in Sikh traditions.


