
Year 11 Information evening

Supporting students with revision

Setting up for 
success!



Supporting students 
with revision

- How to help students 
revise for the summer 
exam series

What?
- To help students 

achieve their best

- To help students feel 
supported and 
reduce stress

Why?

-

How?

Sharing with you…
- The revision strategies that students have been taught

- How to use online platforms for revision

- How much time revision should take and how to support with a revision timetable
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Revision 
strategies
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Getting the mindset
right

• If you can, try to have a space where 

revision (and only revision) happens, 

even if it is just one area in your room. 

• Having a space to concentrate on 

revision helps you form good revision 

habits. 

• It also helps to safeguard mental 

health if you have a space you can 

walk away from when you aren’t 
revising.
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Have a plan!

• Decide upon small and simple actions that 
you set for yourself, if you can stick to them 
you will form really good habits!

Eg

• “On Tuesdays after school, I will sit at my desk 
and revise history and then english for 20 

minutes each”
• After football on Thursdays, I’ll go to Jim’s 

house so we can do 2 past paper geography 

questions

• These sorts of action plans work best when 
you make them really specific AND when you 
reward yourself for completing them 
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What makes good revision?
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Overlearning

Repetition of learning facts, concepts or skills to make sure that it is 

embedded.

Practise makes perfect!
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Flashcards

Parent tip - When you quiz students using a flashcard, place the ones they get 

correct at the bottom of the pack, and the trickier ones just in the middle – this way 

those ‘tricky’ questions come up more often.
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Ready made Flashcards
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• Quizlet - try some of the quizzes and matching 
games.

• You can use these websites to initiate revision 
with a student.

Try Quizlet, GCSEpod and myphysicsandmathstutor.com 



Post-its
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A proper mind map has a ‘branch’ for each topic then smaller ‘branches’ for 
all the information. 

You could make a few of these and put them up on your walls.

Using colours and images will help to remember the information.

You can make these as big or as small as you like—stick paper together to 

make a huge one!

Mind maps



How can you support?

Self discipline and rewards – agree on a reward for the completion of revision tasks -

this could be as simple as picking a film for movie night, or which takeaway you order 

from for a treat.

Testing and checking – if a student has made a revision resource like a mind map –
quiz them on it, pick out some key definitions and ask them to remember. This works 

great with flashcards (you could even time them and make it a competition).

Past papers - Many departments have stacks of past papers and mark schemes readily 
available.  You can look at these with students and question them on their answers.

Help build a timetable and talk to them about sticking to it (more on this later!)
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Term time plans…

1. Plan in half-hour blocks 

2. Keep subject focus (don’t put in too many doubles) remember, your brain needs opportunities to revisit 
the things you learn at regular intervals.  Planning sessions that are short but frequent will help you do this.

2. Plan for at least 9 x 30 minute sessions after school over a week - PLUS what you will do at the weekend

Don’t forget to plan when you are going to REST.

Include the activities/sports that you are dedicated to 

as well (but don’t let it take over)

Plan in when you’re going to eat and see your family 
and friends



Holiday timetables…
1. During holidays, you should plan for at least 18  sessions (30 minutes each) from Monday to Friday PLUS 

what you will do at the weekend.

2. Start by 9 AM! This is when most exams start so try to be in the habit of being ready to go by this time!

3. Include a goal if you can eg ‘complete 𝒙 questions and mark them/ make 𝒙 revision diagrams or 

flashcards’.
4. Factor in relaxation time.

5. Be strict with yourself but not inflexible - stick to your times as often as possible BUT if its really important 

to nail that practice essay question before you lose your train of thought then do it! (just this once!) 

6. Remember—you can plan for a ‘mop up’ session.   Here you can decide on the spot what you feel like 
you need.

7. You should also plan for a ‘reflection’ half hour once a week.  Here you can write down what has or 
hasn't worked this week.  What was difficult or easy?  What will you need to be successful next week (for 

example, which teachers will you need advice from?  Which passwords need resetting at school? What 

books do you need?)



What goes into a 
revision ‘block’

They should be 30 minutes

25 minutes are for revision work

5 minute reset at the end
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Teacher model…
1. My 

responsibilities

2. Other 

obligations 

(sports/job 

etc)

3. The subjects 

I’m well below 
target in

4. Subjects I’m 
slightly below 

target in

5. Subjects I’m 
on target in

6. Mop ups, 

reflection & 

homework

7. Time for me



Seneca
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Revision support - Seneca

1. Log onto Seneca (Microsoft login button - using school 
login information with 20username@lfata.org.uk)

2. In the ‘search for a course box’ type in the subject you 
wish to revise for.

mailto:20username@lfata.org.uk


3. Here, select the correct exam board information and 
correct paper (Maths – Edexcel).



• From the home screen, the students can select ‘Cram 
mode’ which offers a mix of mathematical questions



• Here, they can select specific areas of maths to revise or 
choose the Random button

• It will offer questions directly on the screen for students to 
interact with and instantly find out the correct answer



• Students can directly type onto the screen and check 
their answers.



• Back on the home screen, students can search for specific 
areas of maths to revise from here.

• Alternatively, they could select the ‘Exam Prep’ section.



This will allow them to explore the different types of revision 
materials to really focus support.



• Here, they can select up to three topics to focus revision.

…or select ‘surprise me’.



• This has a selection of previous GCSE papers from 2019 –
2022.  

• All of the links include:
• The exam paper

• The associated mark scheme

• A video walkthrough to support                                                                             
answering the questions



• There’s plenty of supportive materials available on the Seneca 
website.

• Allocate some time to explore together so that students feel 
supported.
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GCSE Pod

https://members.gcsepod.com/login/form?student&redirect_to

(Office 365 login button - using school login information with 20username@lfata.org.uk)

https://members.gcsepod.com/login/form?student&redirect_to
mailto:20username@lfata.org.uk


Stress…

childline.org.uk

Know the signs

- Struggling to sleep
- thinking of NOTHING else
- Not able to eat
- Struggling to enjoy the things you usually 
enjoy

What to do…

-Talk to someone (parents, teachers, 
friends).  Saying your worries out loud is the 
first step to dealing with them.

Exercise, eat well & look after yourself.  



Sticking to your timetable helps 
combat stress…
- Sometimes it can get difficult to give yourself permission to stop when you 
know something important is coming.  

- Stopping when you have planned to, makes that decision for you.

- Stress can make you feel like you can’t ever do enough.  But if you know 
you have planned your revision and stick to the plan, you shouldn’t have to 
worry about it.


