
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Ref: 2026/122/SAF/Sju 
2nd July 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Important Changes to Free School Meals Eligibility from September 2026 

I am writing to inform you about the changes to free school meals (FSM) eligibility that will 

come into effect from the 2026/27 academic year.  

From September 2026, the eligibility criteria is expanding, which will increase access for 

families. Under the new criteria, there are two routes which a child may be eligible for free 

school meals:  

1. Targeted eligibility: Families in receipt of Universal Credit with a household income 
below £7,400 per year 

2. Expanded eligibility: Families in receipt of Universal Credit, with no earnings 
threshold applied  

 

These changes mean that more children will become eligible for free school meals from 

September 2026.  

However, the Department for Education has also removed the previous ‘Ever6’ protection 

period for students in receipt of free school meals. This means that once a child is no longer 

eligible, the academy will be notified and you will be informed that the free meal allowance will 

end. There will no longer be a transitional period during which meals continue after eligibility 

has ended.  

If your child is currently receiving free school meals, you must complete an eligibility 

recheck before the end of the current academic year to ensure they continue receiving 

this entitlement. Failure to complete the recheck will mean that your child does not 

automatically receive free meal allowance from September 2026.  

If you need to complete a recheck, believe that your child may now be eligible, or would like 

to be notified if eligibility changes in the future, please complete a check using our online free 

school meals (OFSM) platform:  

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/lfata 

 

 

https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/lfata


If you require any support completing this process, please contact the academy office, who 

will be happy to assist. Alternatively, you can email me directly at slinden@lfata.org.uk 

Yours sincerely 

 

Sophie Linden 
Assistant Principal for Inclusion 
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